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          Council Chambers 

          Municipal Building 

          March 23, 2021 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, March 23, 2021, at 6:00 P.M. 

after proper notice and agenda was posted, March 22, 2021, at 3:13 P.M. 

 

Primus Moore gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Attending in Person:    Weldon Smith, Steve Cox, Billy Jack Boatright & John Browne 

Attending via Teleconference:  Cully Stevens, Steve Cox & Zach Prichard 

Absent:      Steve Cox & Zach Prichard 

Presiding:      John Browne, Mayor 

Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager, Jayme Clifton, Community              

Development Director; Sherri Swift, CFO; Oliver Skimbo, 

Environmental Program Coordinator; Toni Ervin, Assistant City 

Manager; Kirk Ridenour, Economic Development Director and 

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 

Staff Attending via Teleconference:  William J. Ervin, City Attorney 

 

Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their 

name and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

There were no citizen’s comments. 

 

Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 

from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

A. Approval of the Minutes from the February 25, 2021, Special Meeting of the McAlester 

City Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)  

 

B. Approval of the Minutes from the March 9, 2021, Regular Meeting of the McAlester City 

Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

C. Approval of Claims for March 03 through March 16, 2021. (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial 

Officer) In the following amounts: General Fund - $140,637.86; Parking Authority - 
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$168.98; Nutrition - $1,766.02; Landfill Reserve/Sub-Title D - $1,575.00; Educational 

Fund - $39,912.03; Tourism Fund - $1,569.86; SE Expo Center - $13,915.27; E-911 - 

$21,496.49; Grants & Contributions - $3,500.00; Fleet Maintenance - $19,505.75; 

Worker’s Compensation - $9,118.00; CIP Fund - $16,005.99; Technology Fund - 

$20,005.50; Stormwater Fund - $1,694.00; Infrastructure Fund - $42,731.63 and MRHC-

Cancer Center Fund - $39,912.03. 

 

D. Concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Jeremy Spiegel to the Planning & Zoning 

Commission for a term to expire March 31, 2024. (Council)  

 

E. Consider and act upon a revised Proclamation Declaring a State of Emergency. (Peter 

Stasiak, City Manager)  

 

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilman Cox and seconded by 

Councilman Smith.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Stevens, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  

 

A motion to open the Public Hearing to address five (5) proposed ordinances was made by 

Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Cox.  There was no discussion, and the vote 

was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Stevens, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was opened at 6:06 P.M. 

 

Public Hearing 
All persons interested in any ordinance listed under Scheduled Business shall have an opportunity to be heard in accordance 

with Article 2, Section 2.12(b) of the City Charter 

 

Mayor Browne explained that the five (5) ordinances had been posted in accordance with the 

City Charter but had failed to be printed on the agenda/meeting notice.  He then read the titles of 

the proposed ordinances. 

 

There was no discussion or comments, and a motion to close the Public Hearing was made by 

Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken 

as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Cox, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:07 P.M. 
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Scheduled Business 

 

1. Presentation and Discussion of Energy Efficiency across all City Facilities. (Councilman 

Stevens)  
Executive Summary 

Discussion 

 

Vice-Mayor Stevens addressed the Council commenting that this could be a program that could 

help the City with some of its energy costs.  He added that the City had previously worked with a 

different company but had run into some issues with state laws.  He then introduced Matthew 

Graham with Entegrity Partners. 

 

Matthew Graham addressed the Council explaining that Entegrity was an energy services, 

sustainability, and solar development company that specialized in the implementation of energy 

conservation and renewable energy projects.  He reviewed some of the companies that Entegrity 

had worked with. 

 

There was discussion concerning deferred maintenance, how Entegrity made their money, if the 

company was involved with financing, how this company differed from the previous energy 

audit, how much time it would take the company to prepare its report, the Council looking at 

both reports for comparison, why the Ameresco data could not be used, the company perform 

their analysis and present the data to the City and the City make the decision of which project to 

do, and having the Entegrity staff work with the City Manager and staff to work out a schedule 

to get the initial audit done. 

 

Vice-Mayor Stevens requested that the Ameresco data be made available to Mr. Graham. 

 

Mayor Browne clarified Vice-Mayor Stevens’ request. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

2. Discussion and possible action, on approval of funds for Penguin Management, for the 

McAlester Fire Departments. Funds to be used from the City of McAlester’s Fire 

Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services. (Brett Brewer, 

Fire Chief)  
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends a motion to approve the Fire Departments portion of the E Dispatch Paging system funds to be 

used from the City of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services.  

 

Manager Stasiak addressed the Council explaining that this purchase would be made from the 

City of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire 

services.  He  added that all area fire departments would pay an equal share of the fees which 

were $422.20, with two (2) semiannual payments of $211.71. 

 

Councilman Prichard inquired why the Council had to address these purchases even when the 

amount was so small. 
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Mayor Browne stated that he felt it was because it was part of the County’s quarter cent tax. 

 

There was no further discussion, and a motion to approve the use of the Fire Department’s 

portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services to fund the E Dispatch Paging 

system was made by Councilman Prichard.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith, 

and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Prichard, Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

3. Consider and act upon, authorizing the purchase of a new and unused 2021-year model 

Morbark “Eeger Beever” model number 2131 Brush Chipper for the Stormwater Program 

and Landfill. (Oliver Skimbo, Public Works)  
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends, to accept the total pricing of $91,188.96 for the brush chipper, warranty, delivery, and onsite 

training from Morbark.  

 

Oliver Skimbo, Environmental Program Coordinator addressed the Council explaining that the 

City was proposing to purchase a new and unused 2021 Morbark “Eeger Beever” Brush Chipper.  

He informed the Council that the vegetation removed from the ongoing stormwater drainage 

improvements, over 470 tons, had been staged at the Landfill.  He stated that the chipper would 

be stored, under cover, at the Landfill and would be used on site and in the field on Stormwater 

projects as needed.   He added that the City’s Landfill had been without a brush chipper for ten 

(10) years and the previous chipper had also been a Morbark that had been used for around 

twenty-one (21) years. 

 

Manager Stasiak commented that the purchase would be paired with a grant from the Oklahoma 

Department of Environmental Quality Large Equipment Grant in the amount of $30,000.00.  he 

added that the total price would be $91,188.96. 

 

After a brief discussion about the decision to go with this specific chipper, a motion was made by 

Councilman Smith to authorize the purchase of a new and unused 2021-year model Morbark 

“Eeger Beever” model number 2131 Brush Chipper for the Stormwater Program and Landfill in 

the total amount of $91,188396.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the 

vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

4. Consider and act upon, the Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Architect, 

namely The City of McAlester and Boynton Williams & Associates, PLLC, for renovations 

and improvements to convert the former FAA/Flight Service Station at 101 Airport Drive, 
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into new office and convention space as well as a welcome center. (Billy Sumner, Tourism 

Manager)  
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends the motion to approve the Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Architect and 

authorize the Mayor to sign.  

 

Economic Development Director Ridenour addressed the Council commenting that the City of 

McAlester had several buildings at the airport that had been vacated and were deteriorating.  He 

stated that the Airport, which serves as the front door for air traffic flying into McAlester and 

should act as a McAlester Welcome Center.   

 

Tourism Manager Billy Sumner addressed the Council reviewing some of the possible uses for 

the various buildings. 

 

There was discussion concerning how the architect was paid, how this firm was chosen, if this 

service would have to be bid, how this project would be paid for, the use of the Hotel/Motel tax, 

using the Expo for these functions, the County possibly taking the Expo back, looking at  

proposals from several architectural firms, possibly selling the former FAA Flight Service 

Station and finding a more suitable building and location and if there was a down side to looking 

into this and getting more ideas. 

 

Attorney Ervin stated that the process would be request for proposals and no cost to the City. 

 

Mayor Browne commented that he felt it would be a good idea and put out the RFP. 

 

No motion was made on this item. 

 

5. Discussion over a potential council partnership with the Kiamichi Quilt Guild for the use and 

rental cost of the McAlester Expo Center for their annual quilt show, scheduled for October 

21st-October 23rd. (Billy Sumner, Expo Manager)  
Executive Summary 

This item has no action attached and is discussion only. No recommendation is given at this time.  

 

Expo Manager Billy Sumner addressed the Council explaining that before the COVID pandemic, 

Jackie Turley with the Kiamichi Quilt Guild had contacted him about possibly renting the Expo 

for their annual quilt show. 

 

Jackie Turley, 1220 Key Road addressed the Council explaining what the Quilt Guild did at their 

annual show.  Ms. Turley informed the Council that during the show its’ members conducted 

educational sessions for anyone that wanted to attend, and they conduct their fund-raising efforts 

during the show.  She explained that the guild made quilts for the hospital, and for children in 

foster care and many other community support functions. 

 

Mayor Browne explained that the Council could not at this time commit to partnering with the 

Quilt Guild because the current fiscal year ended on June 30, 2021 and the 2021/2022 fiscal year 

budget had not been approved.  He clarified that the Council could not spend future money. 
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There was discussion concerning how the Guild made their money, how much of the Expo the 

Guild would want to use, the number of vendors they were expecting and where the Guild had 

held the show before. 

 

Mayor Browne commented that he would make sure that the Quilt Guild would be considered 

when the 2021/2022 Fiscal Year budget was discussed and approved. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

6. Consider and act upon an ordinance amending McAlester City Code Chapter 100, 

Telecommunications, by creating Article III Small Wireless Facilities, and amending Chapter 

48, Fees, Charges and Service Rates, by creating Article III Small Wireless Facilities. (Jayme 

Clifton, Community Development Director)  
Executive Summary 

Motion to act upon and approve the above ordinance amending McAlester City Code Chapter 100, 

Telecommunications, by creating Article III Small Wireless Facilities, and amending Chapter 48, Fees, Charges and 

Service Rates, by creating Article III Small Wireless Facilities; repealing all conflicting ordinances, and providing 

for severability, and authorizing the Mayor to sign the ordinance.  

 

Community Development Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that this proposed 

ordinance had been previously reviewed by the Council at the February 9, 2021 Council meeting.  

She stated that some modifications had been made to the initial draft.  She added that the 

McAlester Planning Commission had met on March 16, 2021 and voted unanimously to 

recommend approval by the City Council. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2707 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA; AMENDING 

MCALESTER CITY CODE CHAPTER 100, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, BY 

CREATING ARTICLE III, SMALL WIRELESS FACILITIES; AMENDING CHAPTER 

48, FEES, CHARGES AND SERVICE RATES, CREATING ARTICLE III, SMALL 

WIRELESS FACILITIES; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, AND 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 

 

There was no other discussion, and a motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2707, creating 

Article III, Small Wireless Facilities and amending Chapter 48, Fees, Charges and Service Rates 

was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the 

vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

7. Consider and act upon an Ordinance amending the general zoning Ordinance and 

accompanying map thereto known as General Zoning Ordinance No. 1843 (1989), by 

changing the classification of the zoning districts for A Tract of Land in Lot 74, Townsite 



March 23, 2021                Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 7 of 15 

Addition Number 4, Pittsburg County, State of Oklahoma, from A-1 Agricultural District to 

R-1B Single Family Residential District. (Jayme Clifton, Community Development Direct) 
Executive Summary  

Motion to act upon and approve the above Ordinance changing the classification of the zoning districts for the 

property identified in the Ordinance from A-1 Agricultural District to R-1B Single Family Residential District and 

authorizing the Mayor to sign the Ordinance.  

 

Community Development Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that the applicant is 

requesting a zoning change for the property located on S. 14th Street, north of 2504 S. 14th Street, 

where the Town Homes were located from A-1 Agricultural District to R-1B Single Family 

Residential District.  She commented that the applicant was wanting to build a single-family 

housing structure on the property.  She added that the Planning Commission had met on March 

16, 2021 and unanimously voted to recommend the Council approve the applicant’s rezoning 

request approved as presented. 

 

Mayor Browne the location of the property. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2708 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GENERAL ZONING ORDINANCE AND 

ACCOMPANYING MAP THERETO KNOWN AS GENERAL ZONING ORDINANCE 

NO. 1843 (1989), BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE ZONING 

DISTRICT FOR A TRACT OF LAND IN LOT 74, TOWNSITE ADDITION NUMBER 4, 

PITTSBURG COUNTY, STATE OF OKLAHOMA, FROM A-1 AGRICULTURAL 

DISTRICT TO R-1B SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT. 

 

There was no other discussion, and a motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2708, was made by 

Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken 

as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

8. Consider and act upon an Ordinance amending the general zoning Ordinance and 

accompanying map thereto known as General Zoning Ordinance No. 1843 (1989), by 

changing the classification of the zoning districts for A Tract of Land in Lot 90, Townsite 

Addition NO 4, Pittsburg County, State of Oklahoma, from H-1 Health Facilities District to 

C-5 Highway Commercial and Commercial Recreation District. (Jayme Clifton, Community 

Development Director)  
Executive Summary  

Motion to act upon and approve the above Ordinance changing the classification of the zoning districts for the 

property identified in the Ordinance from H-1 Health Facilities District to C-5 Highway Commercial and 

Commercial Recreation District and authorizing the Mayor to sign the Ordinance. 
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Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that this property was south of Walnut Grove 

and the applicant was proposing to build a restaurant and an auto oil and lube facility.  She added 

that the Planning Commission had considered this application at their March 16, 2021 meeting 

and had voted unanimously to recommend this rezoning request be approved as presented. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2709 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GENERAL ZONING ORDINANCE AND 

ACCOMPANYING MAP THERETO KNOWN AS GENERAL ZONING ORDINANCE 

NO. 1843 (1989), BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE ZONING 

DISTRICT FOR A TRACT OF LAND IN LOT 90, TOWNSITE ADDITION NO 4, 

PITTSBURG COUNTY, STATE OF OKLAHOMA, FROM H-1 HEALTH FACILITIES 

DISTRICT TO C-5 HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL AND COMMERCIAL RECREATION 

DISTRICT. 

 

After a brief discussion regarding Walnut Grove’s concerns a motion to approve ORDINANCE 

NO. 2709, rezoning a piece of property from H-1 Health Facilities District to C-5 Highway 

Commercial and Commercial Recreation District was made by Councilman Cox.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

9. Consider and act upon an ordinance amending the McAlester City Code, Article IV. Zoning 

Districts and District Regulations; Division 2. Specific Districts, to modify the uses permitted after 

review of Section 62-260 C-1 office district; Section 62-261 C-2 neighborhood convenience district; 

Section 62-262 C-3 general commercial district; Section 62-263 C-4 restricted commercial district; 

and Section 62-264 C-5 highway commercial and commercial recreation district, specifically to 

permit multi-family uses; repealing all conflicting ordinances and providing for severability.  (Jayme 

Clifton, Community Development Director)  
Executive Summary  

Motion to act upon and approve the above ordinance amending the McAlester City Code, Article IV. 

Zoning Districts and District Regulations; Division 2. Specific Districts, to modify the uses permitted 

after review of Section 62-260 C-1 office district; Section 62-261 C-2 neighborhood convenience district; 

Section 62-262 C-3 general commercial district; Section 62-263 C-4 restricted commercial district; and 

Section 62-264 C-5 highway commercial and commercial recreation district, specifically to permit multi-

family uses; repealing all conflicting ordinances, providing for severability, and authorizing the Mayor to 

sign the ordinance. 

 

Community Development Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that this proposed 

ordinance would expand housing options and expand the range of uses in commercial districts to 

provide living opportunities not otherwise available.  She commented that it fall in line with the 

City’s “Moving McAlester Forward 2040” plan and the Planning Commission had considered it 

also at their March 16, 2021 meeting and had voted unanimously to recommend the City Council 

approve the ordinance as presented. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2710 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA; AMENDING 

MCALESTER CITY CODE CHAPTER 62, LAND DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, 

ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS, ARTICLE IV. ZONING DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT 

REGULATIONS; DIVISION 2. SPECIFIC DISTRICTS, TO MODIFY THE USES 

PERMITTED AFTER REVIEW OF SECTION 62-261 C-2 NEIGHBORHOOD 

CONVENIENCE DISTRICT; SECTION 62-262 C-3 GENERAL COMMERCIAL 

DISTRICT; SECTION 62-263 C-4 RESTRICTED COMMERCIAL DISTRICT; AND 

SECTION 62-264 C-5 HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

RECREATION DISTRICT, SPECIFICALLY TO PERMIT MULTI-FAMILY 

RESIDENTIAL USES; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, AND 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 

 

After a brief discussion concerning the need for the “use permitted after review” and preserving 

the integrity of the requirements a motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2710 was made by 

Councilman Cox.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as 

follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Stevens, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

10. Consider and act upon an ordinance amending McAlester City Code Chapter 106, Utilities, 

Article VI, Regulation of Utility Lines; amending Chapter 48, Fees, Charges and Service 

Rates; repealing all conflicting ordinances, and providing for severability. (Jayme Clifton, 

Community Development Director)  
Executive Summary 

Motion to act upon and approve the above ordinance amending McAlester City Code Chapter 106, Utilities, Article 

VI, Regulation of Utility Lines; amending Chapter 48, Fees, Charges and Service Rates; repealing all conflicting 

ordinances, and providing for severability, and authorizing the Mayor to sign the ordinance.  

 

Community Development Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that this would 

specify new standards and requirements for utility work that happens in the City.  She 

commented that staff had contacted the other utilities in the City and they agreed with this 

proposed ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2711 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 106, UTILITIES, OF THE McALESTER 

CITY CODE, AMENDING ARTICLE VI, REGULATIONS OF UTILITY LINES; 

AMENDING CHAPTER 48, FEES, CHARGES AND SERVICE RATES; REPEALING 

ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 
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There was no discussion, and a motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2711 was made by 

Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Cox, and the vote was taken as 

follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Stevens, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

11. Consider and act upon, authorizing the purchase of a New 2018 GRADALL XL3100 V 2018 

Model.  (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer)  
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends financing the vehicle with ARVEST BANK based on the interest rates and term of the loan. 84 

months at 2.98%. However, if Council would like for us to purchase the 2021 model, we would be happy to move 

forward.  

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council explaining that this was the second time this item had been 

presented to the Council.  She commented that the Council had concerns about the purchase of a 

2018-year model instead of a 2021-year model.  She stated that the dealership had furnished a 

letter regarding the maintenance that would be performed to the 2018 machine and the additional 

60-month, 5,000 Hour Powertrain plus Hydraulic Warranty that was being furnished at no 

additional charge. 

 

After a brief discussion regarding the warranty, the maintenance that would be performed prior 

to delivery and the cost savings, a motion to approve the purchase of the 2018-year model 

Gradall XL3100 V 2018 Model, with financing through ARVEST BANK for eighty-four (84) 

and interest at 2.98% was made by Cox.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith, and 

the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

12. Consider and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign the Master Agreement with ProfitStars 

for the RemitPlus software and support. (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer)  
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends approval and authorization for the Mayor to sign the agreement with ProfitStars. 

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council explaining that RemitPlus was a software program that allows 

the City to do remote check deposits with the bank.  This software and support had previously 

been provided by Tyler Technologies as the liaison between the City and ProfitStars.  She 

commented that Tyler Technologies had transitioned the invoicing and support of the software to 

go directly through ProfitStars and the annual fees had remained the same. 

 

After a brief discussion concerning the software and if the staff were  happy with the support a 

motion to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with ProfitStars for the 
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RemitPlus software and support was made by Councilman Boatright.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Smith, Prichard, Stevens, Cox & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

13. Consider and act upon, approval of the annual Utility Rate increase based on this year’s 

Consumer Price Index of 1.7%.  (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer)  
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends accepting the implementation of the Utility Rate Increase based on this year’s CPI.  

 

Mayor Browne stated that this was not something that required Council action per the ordinance. 

 

CFO Swift stated that this was the new Utility rates based on the CPI of 1.7 percent and the new 

rates would go into effect on April 1, 2021. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

14. Discussion on Monthly Financial Update. (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer)  
Executive Summary 

Discussion 

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council updating them on the City’s financial status as of February 28, 

2021.  She stated that the City was 66.67% through the fiscal year.  She then reviewed the 

General Fund and MPWA revenues and expenditures explaining that both revenues were over 

budget while the expenditures were both under budget.  CFO Swift reviewed the City’s sales and 

use tax revenue with a comparison to the previous two (2) years.  She reviewed the MPWA 

revenues of residential, commercial, wholesale and water districts water sales.  The final report 

was the Treasury Report that reflected the cash on hand at the bank. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

15. Discussion on readdressing the reopening of the City Hall Safely.  (Peter Stasiak, City 

Manager)  
Executive Summary 

Discussion 

 

Manager Stasiak commented that this had been presented to the Council at the previous meeting.  

He stated that two (2) Councilmembers had been absent and during the discussion two (2) of the 

Councilmembers had wanted to open City Hall immediately and the other two (2) were more 

cautious.   

 

There was discussion concerning City Hall reopening immediately, other businesses already 

open to the public, the steps that were planned to be implemented to improve customer service, 

concerns with previous customer actions with the water office personnel, City Hall going to four 
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(4) ten (10) hour days, concerns with getting to the correct people, addressing the customer 

service issues sooner than later, the City getting in line with other utilities, how this past year had 

brought to light where the City was falling short, ensuring that all calls are being returned and 

continuing to improve all aspects of customer service at the City. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

16. Discussion and possible action, on Ordinance No. 2704, that amended Chapter 54, Health 

and Public Welfare, of the McAlester City Code of Ordinance. (John Browne, Mayor) 

Executive Summary 

Discussion 

 

Mayor Browne opened the discussion stating that unless there were any comments the ordinance 

would remain in place for another month. 

 

There was discussion concerning what the Mayor’s recommendation was, how vaccines were 

readily available, what masks did to prevent the spread of the virus and how other states and 

countries were opening up with the results being about the same. 

 

Councilman Cox moved to change the language in Ordinance No. 2704 from a mandate to a 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as 

follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith & Boatright  

NAY:  Councilmembers Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion failed. 

 

17. Discussion and possible action to appoint a Charter, Review Committee. (John Browne, 

Mayor)  
Executive Summary 

To appoint John Browne, Weldon Smith, Steve Harrison, Jim Bland and Kevin Priddle 

 

Mayor Browne announced that the committee would be made up of himself, Councilman Smith, 

former Mayor Kevin Priddle, former Mayor Steve Harrison and former Judge Jim Bland.  He 

stated that this came about mainly because of the dilemma in filling the vacancy in the Ward 

Four Council seat.   

 

Mayor Browne moved to appoint himself, Weldon Smith, Steve Harrison, Jim Bland and Kevin 

Priddle to the Charter Review Committee.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith.  

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Prichard, Stevens, Cox, Boatright & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
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Mayor Browne then asked that any of the members of the Council that had questions or 

comments to submit them to the Committee members so the could review and discuss them. 

 

New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 

accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 

 

There was no new business. 

 

City Manager’s Report 

• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 
 

Manager Stasiak informed the Council that a private donor had given the City money to purchase 

two (2) lawn mowers, two (2) John Deere gators and a four (4) wheeler for the Parks 

Department, a tractor bucket for a piece of equipment, a message board for Mike Deak, along 

four (4) drinking fountains for various parks in the City and the donor had also purchased two (2) 

lawn mowers for the Cemetery.   

 

Manager Stasiak informed the Council that water would be shut off from 11:00 P.M. tonight to 

5:00 A.M. in the morning while the water line on Kiamichi Drive was tied together, the Saunier 

Way Stormwater construction project would start this week, half of the Clear Well repairs are 

complete and the other side is being repaired now, the Clarifiers have been ordered and the City 

was looking at an April 16th completion on both of them.  He stated that at the Retail 

Development pillars were being poured for some of the stores and construction was moving 

forward.  He added that all of the shops and restaurants were still in place and they were still 

looking at February of 2022 for all stores to be open.  He then announced that Thursday, March 

25th at 5:30 P.M. there would be a Special Meeting to discuss the $30 million water improvement 

project for the City of McAlester and how to fund that project.   

 

Mayor Browne commented that call would be available for anyone that wanted to participate.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 

 

Councilman Smith asked if the Governor had lifted the Emergency Declaration. 

 

Mayor Browne stated that the Governor had removed any restrictions in the State, the 

telecommuting law was legislation and not affected. 

 

Vice-Mayor Stevens thanked the City employees for the work that had been done in the Kinkead 

area. 

 

Councilmembers Cox, Boatright and Prichard did not have any comments for the evening. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 

 

Mayor Browne did not have any comments for the evening. 
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Recess Council Meeting 

 

Councilman Cox moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Smith.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as 

follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Cox, Smith, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 8:14 P.M. 

 

Reconvene Council Meeting 

 

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 8:16 P.M. 

 

A motion to recess the Regular Meeting for an Executive Session in accordance with Title 25 

O.S. § 307(B)(1) for confidential communications between a public body and its attorney to 

discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or resignation 

of any individual salaried public officer or employee, more particularly City Manager, Peter 

Stasiak, was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, 

and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Regular Meeting was recessed at 8:17 P.M. 

 

Executive Session 
Recess into Executive Session in compliance with Section Title 25 Section 307 B.1 et. seq. Oklahoma Statutes, to wit: 

 

• Consider and Act to convene in executive session pursuant to Title 25 O.S. § 307(B)(1) 

for confidential communications between a public body and its attorney to discuss the 

employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or resignation of 

any individual salaried public officer or employee, more particularly City Manager, Peter 

Stasiak.  

 

Reconvene the Regular Meeting 

 

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 8:58 P.M.  Mayor Browne reported that the Council had 

recessed the Regular Meeting for an Executive Session in accordance with Title 25 O.S. § 

307(B)(1) for confidential communications between a public body and its attorney to discuss the 

employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or resignation of any 

individual salaried public officer or employee, more particularly City Manager, Peter Stasiak.  

Only that matter was discussed, no action was taken, and the Council returned to open session at 

8:58 P.M., and this constituted the Minutes of the Executive Session. 
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Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Smith moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Cox.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Boatright, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:58 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


